Genesis
Ch 8

When the Storm Ends but God
Hasn’t Spoken Yet



BIBLE BOOK MACRO SPINE — GENESIS

« Genesis 1 — God creates all things in ordered authority by His word.
Genesis 2 — God establishes man’s purpose, boundaries, and
responsibility.

Genesis 3 — Man rebels, sin enters, death follows, redemption is
promised.

Genesis 4 — Sin moves from the heart into worship, violence, and society.
Genesis 5 — Death reigns, yet God preserves a godly line through grace.
Genesis 6 — Human corruption is complete; grace selects a righteous
remnant.

Genesis 7 — Obedient faith enters safety before judgment falls.

Genesis 8 — God remembers His covenant and begins restoration after
judgment.

Genesis 9 — God recommissions humanity and restrains judgment by
covenant.




WHERE THIS SECTION FITS IN THE BIBLE
STORY

» God creates and rules by His word.
Man falls, and death spreads.
God judges corruption, yet preserves a remnant by grace.
God restrains judgment and restores order to continue His
redemptive plan.

* This section sits at the point where judgment has receded, but
restoration and recommission have not yet been spoken.



CHAPTER OVERVIEW

* 8:1-5 — God remembers; waters recede; ark rests
8:6—12 — Patient testing; waiting for God’s timing
8:13-14 — Dry ground appears; obedience still walts
8:15-19 — God speaks release; life exits in order
8:20-22 — Worship first; God declares covenant stability of
seasons

« Main Theme: God restores life by covenant faithfulness and
ordered restraint.
Sub-Themes: Waiting after judgment, obedience without new
instruction, worship before building, mercy that restrains future
judgment.



Genesis 7 ended with judgement

* But judgement DOES not mean the END
e Survival is not restoration.

« God has spoken, acted powerfully, and silenced judgment—yet
Noah still sits inside the ark.

e “‘what now”

 This matters because God’'s people often recognize God'’s
actions, but miss God’s timing.

* And forces us to ask what faith looks like when God has spoken
before—but has not yet spoken again.



« What does God require from faith when judgment is over, but
direction has not yet been given—and why does restoration
happen by restraint, not speed?




GENESIS 8:1-5

 Remembered — 131(z&kar, zah-KAR) — covenant action, not
mental recall

* “‘Remembered” is the hinge: restoration begins in covenant, not
endurance.

* riah over waters echoes creation: God is re-ordering, not
iImprovising.

* Wind/Spirit — ni(raah, roo-AHKH) — wind, breath, Spirit; life-
ordering power

» Subsided — 7ovi(shakak, shah-KAHK) — restrained, quieted



What that means for us

* Trust covenant timing when progress feels slow.

 God remembers—zakar—and that word means action.
Not memory.

Movement

* The riah moves over the waters again like Genesis 1.
That’s not coincidence.

That's God showing you the pattern: He brings order where
there was chaos.

He quiets what He judged.

He restrains what He opened.

He does not hand Noah a new world in a moment.




Think of it this way

* You don’t open a pressure system fast because you “feel safe.”
You bleed it down.
That's restraint.
That's wisdom.
That's restoration

* Trusting Him in the quiet after the storm.
« Even when you don’t hear His voice.
* Revelation 3 warns comfort can make you drift.




GENESIS 8:6-12

 Patient testing; waiting for God'’s timing

« Sending out Raven’s

 Raven

 Unclean bird (Leviticus 11:15)

« Scavenger; survives on death and decay
« Can live where corruption remains

 Survival is not the same as suitability. The earth could sustain
life (raven)



« Raven

 Sent out once

* “Went to and fro” (continuous movement without settling or
resting.)

* Never returns to Noah

* Represents mere survival

* Thrives where judgment has passed but corruption lingers

* Does not require restoration to continue

* The raven confirms judgment has ended

* Raven — sustenance in brokenness (cf. Elijah fed by ravens, 1

Kings 17)

* You can survive spiritually in conditions where you should not

settle

* The raven can live where things are merely less bad.




The Dove

* Clean bird

* Requires dry, clean, settled land

« Cannot rest where uncleanness remains

» Sent repeatedly (Signals readiness but still submits to timing)

* Returns when no resting place is found

* Returns with an olive leaf (The leaf provides confirmation, not
permission.)

* Does not return once the land is ready

* The dove seeks a resting place consistent with order and peace.
* Clean hearts look for rest, not just opportunity

* Signs of improvement do not equal permission to move




* The raven can live where things are merely less bad.
The dove waits for a place where things are right.

 Are you using discernment tools to replace God’s authority
(word).

 This is an important section for us because God at times does
not speak the release, but we try to look for one.

* Noah tests.
Noah waits.
Noah repeats the waiting.
That repetition is the proof.




 The raven survives on what’s still dead.

That means the world is still contaminated even if it's changing.
The dove needs a resting place.

That means holiness needs more than dryness.
It needs cleanness.

It needs order.
It needs God finishing what He started.

« knowing Him means you don’t crown yourself king because you
have data.

You stay under His word.
« Evidence supports faith; it does not govern it.




GENESIS 8:13-14

« Dry ground appears; obedience still waits

* Proverbs 14:12 — what seems right can still be wrong

* Noah inspects without exiting: discipline under clarity.

* Full dryness still precedes command: timing is part of obedience.
« A dangerous assumption: “If it looks ready, I'm free.”

e Clarity is not command.

* How many times do we “look and see?”

» Genesis 3 — Eve saw that the tree was good

» Genesis 8 — Noah saw that the surface of the ground was dry
« Seeing itself is not the problem.

« Adam and Eve saw and took

* Noah saw and stayed

« Same human capacity.
Different posture.




GENESIS 8:15-19

» God speaks release; life exits in order

» Deuteronomy 8:3 — life is governed by God’s word
* The turning point is not dryness; it is God’s word.

* Re-creation mandate returns: restoration includes fruitfulness.
 Exit happens “by families”: order is part of restoration.

* When God speaks, move. When He doesn'’t, wait.

* This is the life of faith.
Word-led.
Not comfort-led.
Not circumstance-led.

* God didn’t save Noah to hide him.
He saved him to reestablish life under obedience.




 And notice the order—families.
Structure.
Boundaries.
Dominion restored.

* Knowing Him means obeying immediately when He speaks.
lukewarm hearts hesitate and negotiate.
Noah doesn’t negotiate.

« God’s word governs movement.
Hesitation reveals divided loyalty.
When God speaks, move in order and obedience.




GENESIS 8:20-22

« Worship first; God declares covenant stability of seasons
« Romans 12:1 — whole-life sacrifice

 Remember that God provided the sacrifice!

* Do we “worship” God with what He has provided?

 Noah'’s first build is an altar.
That reveals his heart.

* That is the ordering of a faithful life.
Worship before work.
God before future.



Are you?

« Sending out ravens?

 Are you trusting the “look and see”?

 Or are you waiting upon the Lord?

* Do you know His voice?

* Are you worshiping with what He has provided?



« What does God require from faith when judgment is over, but
direction has not yet been given—and why does restoration
happen by restraint, not speed?

* He requires waiting that stays obedient.
He requires restraint that refuses self-rule.
He requires worship that comes before rebuilding.

« God remembers.

« God speaks again.
» God restores.
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