
Genesis 10:6–20
Ham’s Line: Kingdoms, Borders, and the Seeds of Future Conflict







There are over 200 myths from all over 
the world about a major Flood
• Ancient Near East: The Sumerian, Mesopotamian

• China

• Greece

• India

• Americas

• Aztec/Mexico:

• North America: Various nations, including the Cheyenne, Blackfeet, 
and Hopi, have traditions of a vast flood, with some tales focusing on 
survivors on mountains or floating on water.

• Oceania: Hawaiian
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Ham or Cham (the curse upon Ham’s 
son)
• Genesis 10:6–20 shows that after the flood, humanity did spread 

as God commanded, but the line of Ham also becomes the place 
where major centers of power, future covenant enemies, and 
early empire-building begin to take visible shape.

• Ham had four sons who are associated with specific geographic 
regions, mostly in Africa and the Middle East:

• Cush: Generally identified with Ethiopia/Sudan (Nubia).
• Mizraim: The Hebrew name for Egypt.
• Phut: Associated with Libya.
• Canaan: Settled in the Levant (modern-day Israel/Palestine).

• Land of Ham: The Bible refers to Egypt as the "land of Ham" 
(e.g., Psalms 105:23)



"Curse of Ham"

• The Bible says Noah cursed Ham’s son, Canaan, not Ham 
himself.

• Misuse of the Concept: This "Curse of Ham" was used by 
European colonists and slave traders to justify the enslavement 
and dehumanization of black Africans.

• Moses is not just recording family shame. He is also setting up 
later biblical history, where Israel will eventually enter the land 
of Canaan. 

• This becomes a theological setup for why the Canaanite line 
becomes associated with corruption and judgment.



Sin’s damage. 
• A major Genesis pattern: one man’s sin damages a household, 

a line, or a future generation. That does not mean children are 
morally guilty for a father’s sin in an automatic sense, but it 
does mean sin can stain a family line and shape its future.

• Ham was blessed by God in 9:1

• Genesis 10:6 says Ham had four sons—Cush, Mizraim, Put, 
and Canaan—but Genesis 9:25 singles out Canaan, not Ham in 
general. 

• That means the passage is not issuing a blanket curse on every 
Hamite line; it is focusing on one branch of Ham’s household for 
a later biblical reason. 



Steering your eye toward the future land 
problem.
• The biblical conflict over the land of Canaan

• Canaan’s descendants and borders—Sidon, Heth, the 
Jebusites, Amorites, Girgashites, Hivites, and the territory 
stretching toward Gaza and even toward Sodom and 
Gomorrah.

• Ham is broad, Canaan is narrow.

• And that is what the text is doing.  



Breakout
1. Genesis 10:6–7 — Ham’s line begins to spread into real peoples, 
regions, and trade-world connections

2. Genesis 10:8–9 — Nimrod becomes the first highlighted man of 
post-flood power and notoriety

3. Genesis 10:10–12 — Kingdom-building and city concentration 
begin to form around Babel and Assyria

4. Genesis 10:13–14 — Mizraim’s line reaches into peoples tied to 
Egypt and the Philistine world



5. Genesis 10:15–18 — Canaan’s line is named ahead of Israel’s 
later covenant conflict in the land

6. Genesis 10:19–20 — Borders, languages, lands, and nations 
are established, setting up Babel and later judgment



• One of the easiest mistakes to make in Genesis 10 is to treat it 
like a list you rush through to get to something “more important.”

• Like chapter 11.

• Moses is showing us that history is not random, nations are not 
random, and the enemies Israel will face later do not just 
appear out of nowhere. 

• Their roots are already here.

• This section shows what humanity does with a fresh start.



Genesis 10:6–7

• Ham’s sons are named as Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan.

• Mizraim is especially important because it is the normal Hebrew 
term used for Egypt. 

• The form is dual, which many connect to the two regions of 
Egypt. Even in the name, the Bible is already locating this 
genealogy in real geography.

• “Two Egypts”—Upper Egypt and Lower Egypt. In geography, 
Upper Egypt is the southern Nile valley, while Lower Egypt is 
the northern Nile delta



VS 7 CUSH

• Raamah — —רַעְמָה (Ra‘mah) [rah-AM-ah]
Sheba — —שְבָא (Sheva) [SHEV-ah]
Dedan — —דְדָן (Dedan) [deh-DAHN]

• What starts small does not stay small. A household becomes a 
pattern. A pattern becomes a culture. A culture becomes an 
influence. That is true in nations, and it is true in homes. What is 
forming under your roof today may become a much larger 
reality tomorrow. That is why alignment early matters.



Genesis 10:8–9

• Cush fathers Nimrod, who begins to become mighty on the 
earth. He is called a mighty hunter before the LORD.

• His name is often connected with the idea of rebellion, likely 
from מָרַד— marad [mah-RAHD], “to rebel.” 

• mighty man — ר בֹּ —גִּ gibbor [gib-BORE]
This word speaks of a strong man, warrior, champion, or mighty 
one.

• before the LORD — פְנֵי יְהוָהלִּ — lifnei YHWH [lif-NAY adonai]
This can mean in the sight of the LORD, but in context many 
understand it as more than neutral visibility. It carries the sense 
of public notoriety before God.



• We are pausing here because Nimrod is not just another descendant. 

• He marks a turning point. He began to be mighty

• He is the first man here highlighted for extraordinary power and public reputation. 

• The phrase “began to be mighty” suggests the emergence of a new kind of post-
flood prominence.

• The issue is not strength, but what strength becomes when it is untethered from 
submission to God.

• The world loves powerful men, visible men, men whose names we can turn into 
slogans. (Vs 9)

• But being known on earth is not the same as being approved in heaven.



Bugs Bunny vs the slogan. 
• Bugs Bunny used “Nimrod” sarcastically toward Elmer Fudd, 

because Elmer was a hunter, while the biblical Nimrod was a 
“mighty hunter.”

• So the joke works by contrast: Bugs is basically calling Elmer a 
“great hunter” in a mocking way because Elmer is so 
incompetent.

• Bugs called Elmer “Nimrod” because Elmer was a hunter, and 
the humor was irony—“look at this so-called mighty hunter who 
can’t catch a rabbit.”

• The public did not get the connection and starter a trend of 
calling a stupid person a Nimrod. 



Hunter

• The noun used there, ד  normally means ,(tsayid)צַיִּ
hunting/game/prey.

• The NET note points out that this Hebrew hunting word can on 
occasion be used for hunting men

• Nimrod is introduced not only as a hunter but also as a mighty 
one on the earth whose kingdom began at Babel, Erech 
(Uruk.), Akkad, and Calneh in Shinar

• That is why some interpreters hear more than animal hunting 
here and see a picture of a conqueror, empire-builder, or ruler 
who dominates people.



Babylon

• The narrative moves from personal power to organized kingdom.

• Nimrod is not just strong; he is connected to the beginning of 
kingdom-building.

• Babel appears here before Genesis 11 zooms in on it.

• BTW, Babel, Erech(Uruk.), Accad, and Calneh in Shinar all point to 
the Babylonian-Mesopotamian world of modern Iraq.

• The Bible is showing us that the post-flood world did not drift into 
rebellion slowly. It began organizing itself. That is the concern. The 
issue is not bricks, walls, or cities by themselves. The issue is 
concentrated human glory that no longer needs God.



Nimrod

• Nimrod is not presented as only a strong individual.

• He becomes a kingdom starter. Genesis says he “became a 
mighty one on the earth,” and then immediately adds, “the 
beginning of his kingdom was Babel…

• Babel is not just a city project. It is the early post-flood picture of 
unified human power, self-exalting ambition, and collective 
rebellion against God.

• Then Revelation closes the loop with Babylon the Great. 



Nimrod

• Les get back to Nimrod. 

• Nimrod “began to be a mighty one on the earth,” became a proverb 
or steretype “mighty hunter before the LORD,” and that the 
beginning of his kingdom was Babel 

• Then the very next chapter shows a group in Shinar saying, “Let us 
build … let us make a name for ourselves.”

• What the text does not say is, “Nimrod personally ordered the tower,” 
or “Nimrod alone invented the rebellion.”

• Nimrod may not have been the only architect of Babel’s rebellion, but 
he is clearly connected to the rise of the kingdom-system in Shinar 
where that rebellion takes shape.



• Nimrod is not explicitly named as the tower’s spokesman, but 
he is tied to Babel, tied to Shinar, and tied to the first kingdom 
language in the chapter. So whether he led it directly or became 
the rallying symbol for it, the text presents him as connected to 
the rise of organized rebellion, not just personal strength.

• And that pattern never really leaves history. 

• Men still gather around systems that promise security, identity, 
unity, and greatness apart from repentance.

• What begins in Babel matures into Babylon



The Pattern!

• Power drifts toward centralization when people want security 
without submission to God.
Babel is unified, but not obedient. It is organized, but not 
surrendered. The lesson is that human unity is not automatically 
holy. 

• A culture can become highly coordinated and still be deeply 
rebellious. Genesis 11 does not condemn bricks or city-building 
by themselves; it condemns the heart that says, “make a name 
for ourselves” instead of honoring God’s name.



• A strong man attached to a system is more dangerous than a 
strong man by himself.

Genesis marks the shift: Nimrod is not just “mighty”; he is 
attached to a kingdom. That is the warning. Personal charisma 
becomes institutional power. When that happens, rebellion 
scales. Revelation 13 shows the same principle at the end: 
authority becomes broad, coercive, and worship-demanding, not 
merely personal.



• Technology and infrastructure are not evil by themselves, but they 
can become tools of control when joined to pride and false worship.
That is where current trends become worth watching. 

• The UN’s Global Digital Compact describes a global framework for 
digital cooperation and AI governance, and the World Bank 
describes digital public infrastructure as built around digital identity, 
fast payments, and trusted data exchange. 

• OECD reports that governments are increasingly using AI in public 
administration, and that in 2025 20.2% of firms in reporting OECD 
countries were using AI, up from 14.2% in 2024 and 8.7% in 2023. 
Atlantic Council’s tracker also shows ongoing expansion of CBDC 
pilots and projects around the world. None of that is “the mark of the 
beast” by itself, but it does show how the kind of infrastructure 
described in Revelation 13 could be more conceivable now than in 
earlier eras.



Antichrist

• Nimrod is best understood as an Antichrist-like pattern: a mighty 
man, a kingdom-builder, a Babel connection, organized 
rebellion, and the beginning of a system that exalts man.

• The final Antichrist texts go further: the man of lawlessness 
exalts himself, and the beast system in Revelation 13 reaches 
into worship and buying and selling.



Be a watchmen. 

• Watch for the merger of these four things:

• Centralized power

• Manufactured unity

• Economic control

• Worship language around man instead of God.

• When a system promises safety, efficiency, and global 
coordination but increasingly pushes God out, demands 
conformity, and makes human authority ultimate, it starts 
sounding more Babel-like and more beast-like.



AI can become Babel-like?

• When it is used in the same spirit:

• man trying to transcend created limits without God 

• making a name for ourselves 

• centralizing power 

• promising salvation through human ingenuity 

• building systems that can magnify deception and control 

• That is the key distinction.

• In Genesis 11, the sin was not brick technology. The sin was the heart 
behind the project: pride, autonomy, false unity, and resistance to God’s 
design. So the issue with AI is not first, “Is the technology evil?” The issue 
is, what spirit is driving it, and what kind of world is it helping build?

• AI is not the tower but is can be one of the brick that is used to build it. 



Genesis 10:13–14

• Mizraim fathers a series of peoples, and from that line come 
those connected to the Philistines.

• Egypt and the Philistines are not random enemies appearing 
later in Exodus or Samuel.

• Israel later faces Egyptian bondage or Philistine warfare, those 
confrontations sit inside a much older story.



Genesis 10:15–18

• Canaan fathers Sidon, Heth, and the major Canaanite groups 
that later occupy the land: the Jebusite, Amorite, Girgashite, 
Hivite, Arkite, Sinite, Arvadite, Zemarite, and Hamathite.

• Now the focus narrows sharply toward Canaan.

• And really Canaan has a bigger part than Nimrod. 

• That matters because the land promise and the moral 
corruption of the land will become central biblical themes.

• Genesis is not onlya telling us where the Canaanites came 
from. It is telling us that the conflict over the land is ancient and 
covenant-loaded.



Genesis 10:19–20

• Canaan’s borders are described.

• The mention of Canaan’s borders shows that this is real 
territorial history, not vague legend.

• The mention of places associated with the plain, including 
Sodom and Gomorrah, also prepares the reader for later 
judgment in Genesis 13 and 19.

• Question, Why did He move the Shem into the land to start 
with?



God is unfolding what He had already 
purposed.
• The land was God’s not a people group.

• He gave it to the son of Abraham.

• So Canaan does not get the land because they got there first.

• Israel gets the land because God swore it to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob.

• PLUS God would use Canaan in the land. 

• Genesis 15:16 says,
“the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”
That means God was not absent. He was being patient, and He was 
also setting up a later judgment.
So the delay was not divine indecision. It was divine timing.



• God first judged the Canaanites through Israel, but He also 
warned Israel that if they became like the Canaanites, the land 
would treat them the same way.

• Israel did not fully obey, God says He will not drive out some of 
the nations before them; instead they would become “thorns” 
and a snare to Israel.

• God’s people are never safe just because they are in God’s 
land. If they live like the nations, God can use the nations to 
chasten them.



Biggest take away.

• Do not confuse strength, growth, or expansion with righteousness.

• Nimrod proves that visibility and power can grow fast while the heart 
is moving the wrong way. Ask whether what is being built in your life 
is actually under God.

• Learn to read the Bible’s names and places as part of one connected 
story.

• Genesis 10 is not filler. It is groundwork. Egypt, Philistia, Canaan, 
Babel, and Nineveh all grow out of roots God already placed on the 
page.

• Pay attention to what is forming in seed form.

• Genesis shows future conflict before the conflict arrives. Do the 
same in your life. Catch compromise, pride, and self-exalting 
patterns early.
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