Genesis 13

The Return to the Altar — Faith After Failure



GENESIS 13:1-18

* When a believer has gone down into compromise, fear, or self-
protection, how does God bring him back to stability, worship,
and renewed trust?



SECTION MAP

» Genesis 13:1-4 — Abram Returns to the Place of Worship
» Genesis 13:5-9 — Blessing Creates Pressure and Reveals Character
* Genesis 13:10-13 — Lot Chooses by Sight

* Genesis 13:14-18 — God Reaffirms the Promise After Separation



GENESIS 13:1

* “Went up” — n'%v/ alah / ah-LAH — means to ascend, go up,
rise. EQypt is geographically lower, but the language also
carries a spiritual picture: Abram is coming up out of the place
of compromise and back toward the land of promise.

* “Went up” — n'%v/ alah / ah-LAH — means to ascend, go up,
rise. EQypt is geographically lower, but the language also
carries a spiritual picture: Abram is coming up out of the place
of compromise and back toward the land of promise.

« GOD WILL BRING YOU UP FROM COMPROMISE AND
FAILURE!



Another note

 Abram comes back with Sarai, Lot, and all he had. God preserved
what Abram endangered.

» God can bring His people up after they have gone down. God'’s
promise is stronger than Abram’s failure.

* God restores movement toward promise when fear has pulled us
toward compromise.

» Here is a faith anchor for every believer who has made fear-based
decisions.

» God is still able to lead you back toward obedience.

* Psalm 121:1-2 says our help comes from the LORD, not from Egypt,
not from systems, not from manipulation, not from self-protection.



GENESIS 13:2

* “Rich” 1232/ kaved / kah-VADE — literally means heavy or
weighty. Wealth made Abram “heavy” with possessions.

« ANCIENT HEBREW WORD PICTURE
T2D kaved carries the idea of weight. The same root can relate

to glory or heaviness.
* Blessing has weight, and weight must be carried rightly.

« Sometimes people think the only test of faith is famine, loss,
pressure, or need.

» But abundance can test the heart just as deeply.




GENESIS 13:3

« Abram retraces his steps. He returns to where his tent had been before Egypt.
At the beginning that matters!

Returning to the place of spiritual alignment.

Back to the “in the middle” where there is still tension! Between Ai and Bethel.
Guess what, this is the everyday place of all believers.

In the pull between the house of God and the ruins of Ai.

Often God will lead you back to the failure point!

« Revelation 2:5 says, “Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the
first works.”

Not a new place, but back to the place of worship.

» God does not require Abram to create a new religious performance to cover his
failure. He brings him back to the altar.



GENESIS 13:4

 The altar was still there.
* Abram had changed locations, but God had not changed.

« God’s character remains stable when our faith has wavered.
The altar reminds us that restoration begins with worship, not
self-justification.

* At times of failure or compromise we self- justify!

* Real restoration looks like this, Call on the name of the Lord
Romans 10:13



GENESIS 13:5

» “Went with” shows Lot is still attached to Abram’s journey, but the
text begins distinguishing Lot’s possessions from Abram'’s.

» God can bless people through godly association, but every person
must eventually choose where his own heart will settle.

« A person can be near worship, near teaching, near blessing, near a
godly family, near a church, and still have a heart drifting toward
Sodom.

* Lot will repeat what Abram did by choosing Sodom!

e Does not mean Lot was not saved BTW!

» 2 Peter 2:7-8 later describes Lot as righteous but tormented

* He belonged to God, but he settled too close to what grieved God.



GENESIS 13:6

 Blessing can create pressure.

* What begins as a livestock issue becomes a spiritual separation
issue.

* A strife between herdsmen. But underneath it is something deeper:
separation, priorities, vision, and ultimately spiritual direction.

» Guess what, The cattle were not the real problem.

* Pressure revealed what was already there! Goes back to the
“narrow” passage!

« Shared blessing can create tension if maturity does not grow with it

* The problem is not that God failed to {Jroyi_de. The problem is that
two growing households with different spiritual trajectories cannot
keep occupying the same space indefinitely.



GENESIS 13:7/

* The heart issue is ownership, territory, and rights.

» The surface issue is rarely the real issue.

« We can too have this issue:

* “| think we should do ministry this way.” becomes “My way”
* “I'm protecting doctrine.” becomes “My interpretation.”

 “| care about the church.” becomes “My territory.”

* “I'm passionate” becomes “My rights.”

« What most people miss is this:

« The Canaanites and Perizzites are in the land, which means the watching world
IS present.

 When God’s people fight, the world is watching!
« John 13:35 says love among His disciples is one of the marks that identifies us.



GENESIS 13:8

* The idea of brotherhood carries shared household identity.
(SHEM)

* Abram appeals to relationship before rights.

* This is a major shift from Genesis 12.

* In Egypt, Abram acted out of fear and self-protection.
* Here, he acts out of security and peace.

« Romans 12:18 says, “If it is possible, as much as depends on
you, live peaceably with all men.



Romans 12:18 The tension!

* is about your posture toward people, not the abandonment of truth.
» Also Notice the qualifiers:

» “If it is possible” and “as much as depends on you.”

« Jesus publicly rebuked false teaching and hypocrisy (Matthew 23).

« Paul named false teachers and warned churches (Hymenaeus, Alexander,
Philetus; see 1 Timothy 1:20, 2 Timothy 2:17).

* Peter warned about destructive teachers in 2 Peter 2.
« John warned believers not to receive those denying Christ (2 John 9-11).
» Jude tells believers to contend for the faith.

« Jude even says believers must “contend earnestly for the faith” (Jude
3), which is not passive silence.

* The issue becomes how and why we speak.



Biblical discernment/correction

Protecting people from error

Clarifying doctrine from Scripture

Warning with humility and evidence

Naming error for the sake of truth and sheep
Versus:

Fleshly slander or quarrelsomeness
Gossip

Personal attacks

Pride-driven outrage

Winning arguments to feel superior

Division over preferences

Paul actually holds both together:

Pursue peace (Romans 12:18) and guard doctrine (Titus 1:9).



GENESIS 13:9

» “Separate” — 19/ parad / pah-RAHD — to divide, separate, spread
apart.

« ANCIENT HEBREW WORD PICTURE
The idea of separation here is not rejection but necessary distinction.

» God’s promise requires clarity.

« And again we see a new Abram, Abram gives Lot first choice. This is
faith in action.

 Abram can let Lot choose because Abram’s future is not in Lot’s
hands, nor is his own hands!

» That is not passive weakness. That is active faith. Proverbs 3:5-6
says to trust in the LORD and not lean on your own understanding.



GENESIS 13:10

“Lifted his eyes” — 1"y Xw1/ nasa einav / nah-SAH ay-NAHV — to lift up his eyes,
to look with desire or intention.

ANCIENT HEBREW WORD PICTURE _ o _ _
“‘Eyes” — v/ ayin /| AH-yin — eye, sight, perception. Lot’s decision begins with
sight, not altar.

He did NOT seek the Lord.
Lot chooses by appearance.

Don’t miss this, The text says “before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah,”
war_nlnq the reader that what Lot sees as opportunity, what was good, what was
desirable was already under judgment.

| cant say it enough! Stop looking for “success as a true sign of Godliness. It could
be under judgement.

The same word was used of Eve when she “looked” at the fruit.
Eden reminds us of beauty before the fall
Therefore, 2 Corinthians 5:7 must govern the believer: we walk by faith, not by sight.



GENESIS 13:11

* Lot chooses “for himself,” exposing a self-centered decision.
* Abram waited for God to speak.

* Lot goes east
* In Genesis, eastward movement often carries a warning.



GENESIS 13:12

* Abram dwells in Canaan, but Lot pitches his tent toward
Sodom. That is the tragedy of gradual compromise.

* Lot is not yet described as sitting in Sodom’s gate, but his tent
IS pointed in that direction

* Psalm 1:1 gives the pattern: walking, standing, sitting.

« Compromise often starts as a direction before it becomes a
dwelling.

* What are you normalizing?



GENESIS 13:13

 Sin carries the idea of missing the mark, but Sodom’s sin is not mere weakness.
* Itis open rebellion “against the LORD.”

* And Sodom becomes a lasting biblical symbol of pride, sensuality, injustice, and
judgment.

 Jesus Himself uses the days of Lot in Luke 17:28-30 as an end-times warning
about normal life continuing while judgment is near.

» Jesus does not primarily emphasize sensational evil in Luke 17. He emphasizes
normalcy + blindness.

« Life goes on as usual while people ignore spiritual reality and impending
judgment.

« “Jesus said the last days would look like Sodom not on_I?/ because of moral
confusion, but because people would normalize life while ignoring God’s
warnings.



GENESIS 13:14

« “After Lot had separated” — the timing matters. God speaks
after separation.

« Both Lot and Abram lift their eyes, but only Abram’s vision is
governed by God'’s word.

* Listen, God speaks after separation. God gives vision when
believers release what He never intended them to hold.

* Psalm 32:8 says, “I will instruct you and teach you in the way
you should go.”



GENESIS 13:15

» God reaffirms the land promise to Abram and his descendants.

» God speaks promise after Abram releases control, not after
Abram secures advantage.

» Abram did not secure this by outmaneuvering Lot.
« God gave it.

 Romans 11:29 later says the gifts and calling of God are
irrevocable.

* That does not excuse sin, but it magnifies God'’s faithfulness.



GENESIS 13:16

* “Descendants” — v1i1/ zera / ZEH-rah — seed, offspring,
descendants

« Abram has no child yet, but God speaks multiplied
descendants.

« Abram stands childless while God speaks innumerable
descendants. In fact, it would be impossible.

* As the dust of the earth.

 That is powerful because seed often looks small, hidden, and
unimpressive before it becomes visible fruit.



GENESIS 13:17

* “Arise” nip/ qum [ koom — rise, stand, get up.
“Walk” 370/ halakh / hah-LAHK — to walk, go, live, conduct
oneself.

* Here is another thing that people miss.
* God gives the promise, but Abram must walk in response to it.
* Do you live in response to God’s promises?

 That is not performance-driven religion; that is obedience
flowing from trust.

« Joshua 1:3 later echoes this pattern: “Every place that the sole
of your foot will tread upon | have given you.”



GENESIS 13:18

 Then Abram moved his tent
* No longer in the middle but now:

* “‘Mamre™ xmn/ Mamre / MAHM-ray — often associated with
strength or fatness/vigor.
“Hebron™ |[nan/ Chevron / khev-ROHN — associated with

association, fellowship, joining.
“‘Altar” namn/ mizbeach /| miz-BAY-akh — place of sacrifice.

« Hebron carries the idea of joining or fellowship.
» God leads His people into fellowship, worship, and stability.

» The safest place is not the best-looking plain, but the place where
God is worshiped.



The take home...

* Return to the altar before making the next decision.

Abram’s restoration begins with worship, not strategy.
* God brings His people back up after they have gone down.
Genesis 13:1 shows Abram coming up from Egypt. Failure was not final.

*Do not choose by sight alone.

Lot saw water, opportunity, and advantage, but he did not weigh spiritual danger.
* God sees what our eyes cannot see.
Lot saw a watered plain, but God saw Sodom’s judgment.

* Trust God enough to release control.

Abram let Lot choose first because Abram believed God could protect the promise.
*God’s people do not have to grasp what God has promised to give.
Abram released first choice and still received the inheritance.
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